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‘*YE SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH, AND THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE.”’—JESUS CHRIST. 
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NATIONAL PHILANTHROPIST. 

.We notice with no small degree of satisfaction, the 
laudable attempt to estabiish a paper with the above 
title in the city of Boston, whose columns are to be 
devoted to the suppression of intemperance, the 
most degrading’ vice to which mankind are addicted. 
A paper of this description has long been called for 
from the rapid spread of this growing evil; and we 
sincerely hope that its object may be fairly and spee- 
dily carried into execution. It is indeed-a subject 
of deep regret that a vice so beastly, which degrades 
the human mind below the very brutes ; entails pov- 
erty, disgrace and wretchedness upon its subjects, 
and all connected with them in life, should so long 
have been suffered to stride: with such devastating 
course, through thé ranks of civilized Hfe. How 
many are the wives and children whose usefulness 
has been destroyed, whose existence has been ren- 
dered miserable, and who have been reduced from 
affluence and -ease, to poverty and ignominy, from 
the intemperance of their husbands and fathers, who 
forgetting the responsibility of their stations as the 
guardians of their families; have buried: all other 
cares in the poisonous draughts of the intoxicating 
bowl! How many are the youths, whose health has 
been destroyed, whose characters ruined, and who 
have disgraced themselves, and brought the grey 
hairs of their parents to an untimely grave, by an at- 
tachment to the inebriating draught! An excellent 
writer has justly remarked, it is an indellible stain 
upon the character of this free and enlightened com- 
munity, that their habits of imtemperance should ex- 
ceed those of every pagan nation on earth. The re- 
mark is too true, and may God grant that every at- 
tempt to suppress-it, may meet with the success 
they so eminently merit. : G. 


CONVICTION. 

an they wih honed it, being convicted by pe 

™ conscience, went out one inning at t, 

oar 

Among the means used in our day to discover 
converts to their creeds, theté is none more relied 
upca by the more favourite theorists than that term- 
ed (how justly the reader will judge from the se- 
quel,) conviction, We not unfrequently hear as a 
Prelude to some person or persons embracing their 
Opinions, that they are convicfed or under conviction. 
And it is really amusing to hear the wonderful Tela- 
tions given of the effects of conviction upon persons 
of all ages, without discrimination of, sects: / So it 





often happens that the most imnyoral aid lieéntious 


. 


of the community are instantly, and as it were, sim- 
ultaneously transformed to the most rigid and incot- 


‘| vible saints in the visible church. Thisis perhaps 


all well, were it not for one characteristic which al- 
most universally marks their characters, we mean 
that of intolerance ; for to use the language of a 
well-known and justly valued writer, “as ho roads 
are so rough as those that have just been mended, so 
no sinters ate so intolerant as those that have just turn- 
ed saints.” ‘This fact, so inconsistent with the pre- 
tended means, serves not a little to stagger our faith 
in the infallibility of the whole operation, for our 
Saviour tells us in so many words, “by their fruit 
shall ye know them.” ‘Intolerance tlierefore being 
no part of christianity, but an itivariable mark of 
beastly domination, we naturally conclude that those 
who exercise its-spirit are almost, if not quite the 
victims of their own mistaken opinions. By refer- 
ence to the writing of St. John the evangelist, we find 
a circumstance metitioned, (and the only one we be- 
lieve in the Biblé,) in ‘which persons Were said to 
have been “convicted,” as in the words at the head 
of this‘article.- But there seems fo be a great dif- 
ference in the cotiviction of persons at that day and 
the present. In the case above cited, it appears 
that a certain woman was found in the commission of 
a‘certain crime, and brought before our Saviour by 


‘the rabble, in order to see what he would do unto 


her, probably thinking that-they might find some 
matter of accusation against him, as no doubt they 
believed he would intermeddle with the civil power, 
either by condemning her to death, or by inflicting 
some sort of punishment upon her. ‘But in this they 
were disappointed, and instead of having their wish- 
es gratified, had the mortification of seeing them- 
selves convicted by his superiour wisdom, of the 
very crime they had laid to her charge, they fled and 
betrayed the evident marks of being conscious that 
themselves were equally guilty and deserving of 
punishment with her whom they had accused. And 
here mark the difference, these accusers, the mo- 
ment their guilt was brouglit home to their own bo- 
soms were convinced-that they deserved all the pun- 
ishment which they wished to inflict upon the accu- 
sed ; nay, they were convinced that they deserved 
still more for daring to veil their own guilt under the 
cover of their hypocrisy. But in our day it is quite 
the reverse, people generally believe that all are 
equally and indiscriminately deserving of the intcr- 
minable wrath of a just and righteous God ; but the 
moment this ‘‘ conviction” takes place, they exone- 
rate themselves from this guilt and believe that only 
the Convicted are worthy of punishment while them- 
selves deserve endless happiness. nd under cover 
of this self-conceited opinion they pursue these in- 
hocent victims of their mad ambition to the very ¢x- 
treme limits of their power. Thug in the very on- 


set; denying the most invaluable trait in the christian 
character, under the name of ehfistianity. And what 





is if possible still worse plead with and entreat others 
to follow theit example, Which could only transform 
mankind into tlie most direful monsters that ever 
gtaced the annals of pagan Rome. Such people de- 
serve our pity and the sympathies of every lover of 
the pure principles of christianity throughout the 
wofld. Believing themselves the “ fuvoured of the 
Lord,” they indiscriminately doom their fellows to 
fevet-ending wretchedness, to satisfy the wild fanta- 
éies of their self-conceited brains, and stamp the 
character of their God with the insignia of an un- 
merciful tyrant. Oh God, may the time soon arrive 
when bigotry, superstition and blind arrogance shall 
be discarded from the minds of -thy children, and 
when they shall forsake the idolatries of their fathers, 
and worship thee, as their Father, Benefactor and 
Friend, in spirit and in truth ! G. 


THE REVIVAL: 
O ye hypocrites ! ye can discern the face of the sky ; 
but pa ye not discern the signs of the times? Mat- 
thew xvi. 3. 


Our good friends the orthodox, not long since 
used their endeavours to ‘* raise a revival,” (i. €& a 
mad excitement, ) in the minds of some of our poor, 
sinful citizens, but it seems they were rather unsuc- 
cessful in the attempt, notwithstanding numerous 
prayers were offered up, that the Lord would conde- 
scend to pass through our streets, and over our polluted 


town. We know not whether the failure of the at- 


tempt was caused by the discernment of the public, 


‘or whether it proceeded from the improper means 


used to effect it, but are inclined to attribute it part- 
ly to both, It is true we frequently hear it affirmed, 
(and this too in connection with town meeting af- 
fairs, and by some of the ruling great men of our 
town, ) that the success of Universalism among us is 
seen in the increase of licentiousness and profanity. 
But without deigning to dispute the fact that our 
town is more given to these enormities, or attempt- 
ing to show that the cause originates in the increase 
of our inhabitants, most of whom are emigrants from 
distant countries and of the lower classes of socictyy 
(which no man can dispute, and never would pre- 
tend to deny, were it not to serve their ambitious 
schemes, ) we shall simply deny that our citizens.are 
individually or collectively, cither more licgntious or 
more profane than they were afew yearssince, wher 
Calvinism was in its bloom. And so far from Univers- 
alism being the cause of the increase of these crimes, 
we dare assert, (and we challange any man to prove 
the contrary,) that it has had an entirely different 
tendency. Look at the society in Westiminster-strect, 
and see if amore moral, religious or useful class of 
citizens can be found in our town or in tlic state, 
Cur society it is true, cannot number quite so many 
* pillars of the church” whe live in splendid hadita- 
tions, and feast on costiy viands, as.some others we 
could mention, but so farfrom regretting: the circum- 
stance, we sincerely rejoice _in the: fact, Better be 
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poor than intolerant, and honest than knavish ! The. 


one is only a misfortune and the other acrime. But 


we believe that the increase of discernment, and of! 


reason among our citizens has been the effects of 
Universalism rather than licentiousness or profanity, 
and we believe that the failure of the intended revi- 
val proceeded partly from the same cause. Péople 
have seen these things too often, and we rejoice that 
they also begin to discover their effects, upon the 
morals and lives of their wives and ehildren: And 
may God grant these may continue to increase until 
fanatics and fanaticism shall be driven from our sanc- 
tuaries ! 

But it seems in order to produce the desired ef- 
fect, the second part of the farce played in this town, 
some three years since, must be “got up,” and a 
woman, we verily believe ‘¢as mad as March bare,” 
introduced as the principal actress in the piece. 
She is introduced, (not on the stage,) but into the 
pulpit, (after being heard and approved of in a more 
public place by her employers,) and what does she do 
there ? Why, as usual in such cases, frighten her 
hearers by recitals of the sufferings they must en- 
dure in an eternal world, warn them to repent, ere ef 
be too late, and to fly to the arms of the God of mercy, 
to escape his interminable wrath. Universalism was 
also mentioned in connection with heresies, and the 
preacheress warned her hearers, with censorious 
lungs, to avoid the damnable doctrine to which she 
attributed all the vices of the age. 

Had a man, and one in his senses made the decla- 
rations which this preacheress made, we should have 
deemed it our duty to notice his words more partic- 
ularly, but as it is, we shall pass them over as com- 
ing from a woman, partly out of respect for her weak- 
ness, and partly frem the belief that they were the 
ravings of a fanatic and not of a rational creature, 
which are better worthy of pity and disgust, than 
they are of animadversion or reproof. 

We heartily rejoice that matters have again assu- 
med their wonted mildness, and that reason has again 
assumed her seat among the votaries of religion, and 
earnestly entreat that when our opposers again strive 
to produce the same effect, they may meet with all 
the success which they deserve. G. 


SPIRIT OF MISSIONS. 

“ The Rev. Mr. Z~—— A-—-, in a letter to the pub- 
lisher of Zion’s Herald, says,” 

‘*T have also witnessed the good produced by a few 
copies of the Herald, which find their way into Low- 
er Canada. The accounts of missionary operatiuns, 
and the success with which they are attended, has stir- 
red up a missionary spirit, and a zeal for the spread 
of the gospel among the Indians, which is truly com- 
mendable. Several individuals propose forming 
themselves into a society, and to cultivate a certain 
portion of land, the avails of which when turned into 
cash should go to the aid of the missionary cause. A 
poor widow who possessed but Kittle of this world, 
feeling an ardent wish to do something, presented 
me with jiffy cents which’ she had retrenched from 
the expense of the pipe, that it might be deposited 
with the funds of some missionary society under the 
direction of the Methodist Episcopal Church, for the 
benefit of the Indians,”"—Zion’s Herald. 





(alias, missionaries) who are going about “séeking. 
whoin they may dévair,”’ presents fo the mind a 
striking example of the ridiculous acts resorted to 
by the emissaries of missionary societies to derive 
their support from the needy and unfortunate, whose 
credulity can best be worked upon by the glaring 
accounts which are given of the unprecedented suc- 
cess of “ missionary operations,” and the vast impor- 
tance of a few cents towards effecting the grand ul- 
timation of all these preperations, the establishment 
of tae Redeemer’s kingdom on earth; i.e. a union 
of Church and State. But why are the Pagans and 
Indians chosen more particularly for conversion? 
Why do not these advocates of missions use their en- 
deavours at home, in converting their own. country- 
men from the error of their ways? No, this wouid 
not do, but a foreign country must be chosen, an ig- 
norant people, distinguished as the proper objects 
of conversion... And why ’—We ask why are they 
chosen in preference to our own countrymen ? Is it 
because they need their instruction more—is ‘it be- 
cause they are less humane—less honest—less -sin- 
cere worshippers of Deity ? No, in all these partic- 
ulars they far excel us; peaceable, mild, forbearing 
one towards another, they live and die in peace, un- 
shackled by the wild fantasms of orthodox sectari- 
ans, or the dreadful forebodings of an eternal hell, 


the conjurations of designing Priests. 
But the truth is, foreign countries are chosen, Pa- 


gans and Indians are marked as the objects of miss- 
ionary zeal, in order to cover the detested arts of 
missionary emissaries, Were their operations con- 
fined to our own country, they, could not so_easily 
impose upon the public by their long accounts of con- 
versions, the miraculous changes ofan Indian, poor, 
ignorant and blind, in the course of a few months or 
days, to a correct understanding of their incoherent 
dogmas, which has defied all the learning of the ninc- 
teenth century to reconcile, and all the erudition of 
the world to understand. Heathen countries must 
be chosen ; but why come to America for aid ? Why 
not gather their means from the persons who are to 
be benefitted by their operations’ Plainly for the 
reasons above stated ; the inhabitants of those coun- 
tries have the facts before their eyes, they are wit- 
ness to the delusions played upon us, and would as 
soon bestow their wealth on mad men and fanatics, 
as on missionaries ; nay, they would sooner bury it 
in the deep than impart to a horde of men, “ whose 
belly is their God,” their hard earned substance. 
Tis well they tell us, Americans, of our charity, ’tis 
well they stuff our ears with praise for the benevo- 
lent acts which mark our characters, and goad us 
on to new projects, with the recital.of the immensity 
of invaluable souls which have been, and may be sav- 
ed by the profusions of our coffers. They turn the 
mercy of all-wise Jehovah into a traffic of gold, and 
bargain for the salvation of souls as they would for 
the dainties which fill their pampered carcasses. *Tis 
a disgrace to our country, to the world, to humanity 
and every virtue which adorns our characters, that 
these proceedings are countenanced by the public. 
How long will the people of these United States suf. 


The above letter from one of those roaring lions, : 
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led delusions, and meek 
sctlhacnunnan ast whe , 


that lived in the second century would have believed 
that the luxuries, much lege the necessaries and com- 
forts of life, would have been snatched from the in. 
firm, decrepid and unfortunate, and» applied. to the 
preachers af immortal souls? Who would have be- 
lieved, that a poor old woman, in the nineteenth cen. 
tury, would have been deprived. of the little com. 
fort of her pipe, perhapsthe onlysolace Of her de. 
clining age, to be applied in the erection of. stately 
palaces, or to the support of a band of'wandering sav. 
ages whose only aim is their own aggrandizement, 
and whore highest ambition isto impose their dog. 
mas upon their benefactors by the stake, the rack 


and the faggot ! ! G, 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE, 
“THE WIDOW AND HER SON. 
Luxe vii. 11-16. 


At “ Nain” a lonely widow dwelt, 
Blest Mis a only, darling son ; 
And oft before her God siie knelt, 
And pray’d he’d spafe licr little one. 


And when her infant cherub slept, « 
She’d gaze upon his face, the while, 
Tracing his father’s looks, she wept, 
While her unconscious babe would smile. 


Then, quick as thought, with mother’s love, 
Her lips were to his forehead press’d ; 

To her tears, she vainly strove, 

And fondly strain’d bim to her breast. 


His little heart would quickly beat— 

His deep blue eyes as psi rove, 

Till with his mother’s they would meet, 
Gazing on him with looks of love. 

His fingers then he’d twine, 

Amid the ringlets of her hair ; 

Laughing with glee, his eyes would shine— 
She deem’d him as an angel fair. 


This child, from youth to manhood grew, 
And did his mother’s care repay ; 

His love for her, was deep and true— 

Of her declining years, the stay. 


But dread disease its arrows huril’d, 

They piere’d his bosom, thro’ and throug), 
He bade farewell to this vain world— 

His mourning mother bade adieu. 


How feels the wretched mother, now ’? 
No briny tears give her relief ; 

But fell despair sits on-her brow— 
She raves in agony of grief. 


At last, the welcome flood gives way 
The scalding tears her.cheeks run.down ; 
“The Lord who gave, hath tak’n away,” 
She says, and falls beside her son. 


Behold ! they bear him to the tomb, 
His friends and kindred follow on ; 
. And all.bewail his early doom, 
* His mother cries—* my son, my son.” 


But who is he that cometh now ? 

“A glorious ‘shines’around ;° © 

| *Tis' Christ the Saviour, and hisibrow, |» 
A brilliant halo doth surround. 









And straight compassion fill’d his breast— 
“Weep not,” he cried, “ and-touch’d the bier, 
‘And they that bare him stood at rest... 
“Young man,” the Saviour said, “ arise” — 
The bands of death asunder brake— 
-He rose before their wohd’ring eyes, 

And to his list’ning- audience spake. 

He gave him to his mother’s arms—.___. 
Joyful, she clasp’d him to her breast— 

Her heart with love to Jesus warms 

She to the world his name confest. 


A holy fear.came on the crowd, 
They glorified the God of Love ; 
“ A Prophet’s here,” they cried aloud— 
“God has descended from above.” 
ELLEN. 


Hudson, NV. Y. April 12, 1826. _ 
SELECTIONS. 





FROM THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
_ WHAT IS. RELIGION ? 

If we may form an opinion from the conduct of 
professing christians the majority would give an an- 
swer to the above inquiry, which would be directly 
opposed to the truth. ‘There are many who.sgem 
io think that religion consists in the performance of 
certain acts of devotion, the observance. of certain 
particular ordinances, an implicit belief in articles of 
faith, ora strict observance of those rites and cere- 
monies which have been, by long established usage 
rendered sacred.in the estimation of the multitude. 
But we take the liberty to enter our protest against 
such opinions. , 

It is well for the christian that his duty is so plain- 
ly marked out before him that the way-faring man 
may understand it. ‘The scriptures are explicition 
this point, and leave no room for doubt or uncer- 
tainty in relation to the essentials of pure and unde- 
filed religion. We are told by the eminent apostle 
James, that “ pure religion, and undefiled before 
God and the Father, is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself un- 
spotted from the world.” This declaration of the 
inspired penman is in perfect unison. with the pre- 
cepts of our Saviour and his apostles generally, and 
affords an answer to the quession which heads this 
article. If, then, we take the above plain and une- 
quivocal declaration for a criterion by which to de- 
termine the genuineness of religion, we shall be con- 
strained to admit, that an attendance on public wor- 
ship, an observance,of any particular seasons of de- 
votional exercise, or even devotion itself, are not re- 
ligion nor any part thereof. The man, therefore, 
whose religion consists only in such observances, is 
as destitute of pure and undefiled religion as the sav- 
age of the forest. The prayers, praises, exhorta- 
tions, and entreaties of mankind, are no part of pure 
religion, and should never be considered as such.— 
Our faith, our prayers, our devotions, and our prais- 
es, may be goud and beneficial to ourselves—possi- 
bly 80 to others; but they are only good in propor- 
4on to their tendency to promote real or pure relig- 
10n. . The religious exercises of. christifns are only 
the means by. which a better or beneficial result is to 






consolation, &c. Now admitting that such occur- 
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be obtained. But mankind are apt to consider those 
means as the object and end of their -pursuits.—The 
majority of professing christians appear to imagine, 
that, if they attend public worship—pay tithes of all 
they possess—pray often and loud—exhort others to 
be as holy as themselves—and believe as they be- 
lieve, the end of all righteousness is attained, and 
the greatest of all duties is performed. But here 
les the mistake. Our observance of all those duties, 
will be of no good effect, unless it produces activity 
and creates or excites within us.a disposition to al- 
leviate the disiresses of our fellow-beings. Of what 
benefit can it be to us or to others to. say, ‘*be ye 
fed, and bé ye clothed,” or what advantage can re- 
sult from our prayers, our exhortations, or our tears, 
unless they lead us to the. practice of that religion 
which is reconimended by the apostle ? Our devo- 
tions are not tolerated by the scriptures, unless their 
object.is to produce in our hearts and in the hearts 
of others, those charitable and friendly feelings which 
would lead the professor to the hovel of wretched- 
ness, and would open his purse to the poor and 
needy ! The man, therefore, who boasts of his de- 
votions, and is proud of his prayers, and at the same 
time neglects the widows and fatherless; or the 
sanctified professor who bestows his charity on ob- 
jects who are undeserving, are hypocites indeed ! 
One act of kindness and genuine charity—one mite 
bestowed on the really necessitous, would outweigh, 
in the balance of the sanctuary, all the boasted pray- 
ers, missionary éxertions, and “unchristian |+:nevo- 
lence” of the nineteenth century. 

By this criterion we may determine the value of 
the popular exertions of christians in this and other 
ages. Has it been the leading object with profes- 
sors to induce mankind to visit the widows and fath- 
crless? If so, they are truly religious. But if they 
have esteemed the services of the sanctuary, the de- 
votions of the closet, or the salvation of sinners from 
the ** wrath of God” of more consequence than acts 
of real charity, their exertions and their zeal will be 
weighed in the balance and found wanting. A word 
to the wise is sufficient. 





FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
DEATH-BED REPENTANCE. 

There is a practice which I have observed to be 
common among the enemies of God’s universal love, 
which I think merits attention. It is this; when they 
find they cannot maintain their cruel and absurd sys- 
tem, they innocently tell us of Mr. or Mrs. or Miss 
such an one, who for many years when in good health, 
believed in and advocated the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation, but when they were brought by sickness 
to behold death staring them in the face, they then 
by the operation of the spirit of God upon their 
hearts discovered the danger of such doctrine, of 
course renounced it, and sent for some orthodox 
clergyman who administered wholesome counsel, 


rences have taken place, does it prove more than 
this, that the mind of man 's fluctuating’ and liable to 
change? I would ask, does a man’S changing his 
opinion on any subject.at any time, or under any cir- 





cumstance, go to prove either the truth or falsehood 


of the opinions entertained by such person? I think 
it must be admitted that nothing can make falsehood 
truth, or truth falsehood. Will a man’s changing 
his opinion of the attributes and purposes of God, 
change such attributes and purposes ? 

But it may be said, the discoveries made to the 
mind on'the bed»of death, are by the spirit of God ; 
therefore must be correct. 1 ask, how do they know 
this ? If all changes that take place in the mind on 
the subject of Religion on a death bed, are by the 
spirit of truth, what will they do with the many who 
have changed from the Roman Catholic to the Prot- 
estant faith, almost in the article of death, and oth- 
ers who have changed from the Protestant to the 
Roman Catholic faith, and died in full communion 
with the church ? This communication is merely de - 
signed to bring this subject before the christian pub- 
lic. JOHN DOUGLASS. 

New-York, March, 1826. 





INSTALLATION. 

On Wednesday, the 12th instant Br. Thomas G. 
Farnsworth was installed as Pastor of the First Uni- 
versalist Society in Haverhill. The Reading of the 
Scriptures, by Br. S. Streeter; the Introductory 
Prayer was offered by Br. Wm. Bell of Salem, N. 
H ; the Sermon, by Br. H. Ballou, 2d. of Roxbury ; 
the Installing Prayer, by Br. S. Streeter ; the Right 
Hand of Fellowship, by Br. T. Whittemore of Cam- 
bridgeport ; the Delivery of the Scriptures and 
Charge, by Br. S. Streeter ; the Address to the So- 
ciety, by Br. T. Whittemore ; the Concluding Pray- 
ey, by Br. H. Ballou, 2d, the Benediction by Br. T. 
G. Farnsworth. 

These services were listened to with deep atten- 
tion by an assembly respectable for numbers and at- 
tention. The Singing was performed in a style 
which did credit to the choir. ; 

Our friends will be gratified to learn that the So- 
ciety appears in a prosperous condition. May the 
blessing of the Lord rest upon it; and may our 
brethren long realize the pious exclamation of the 
Pslamist, “ How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord 
God of Hosts !” 

On the evening of the Installation, Br. S. Streeter 
delivered a Lecture to a well-filled house. 





Anecdote.—A pious maiden, somewhat stricken in 
years, who is a zealous Baptist, in this village, was 
recently, while her head was loaded with false curls, 
inveighing most sharply against worldly amusements, 
vanities, pleasures, &c. to a young school miss, whose 
opinions did not exactly coincide with her own. At 
length, getting weary of her continual harangue, the 
person to whom she addressed herself replied, ‘* re- 
ligion, madam, is a good thing, but when I become a 
convert to your opinions, I shall be silent upon the 
subject of worldly vanity, watil 1 can abandon tie use 
of false curls ”? The sermon was spoiled, and the 
preacheress lost all her presence of mind by this un- 
expected rebuff. 





y ‘ , ‘ 

Care is the lot of life ; and he that aspires to great- 
ness in hopes to get rid of it, is like one who throws 
himself into-a furnace, to avoid the shivering of an 


ague, 
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FROM A WESTERN 
A 4BALOUS FANATIC. 

A zealous fanatic by the name of Finney, a Pres: 
byteriaw priest in Jefferson county, (N. Y.) publicly 
declared, not tong since, that he was one of the 
Brigadier Generals of Jesus Christ, with a special 
commission from the court of heaven to preach the 
gospel, and all that did not believe him would be 
eternally damned ! In one of his meetings he further 
declared himself commissioned to maké war with 
the devil ; and that le was not ignorant of the mach: 
‘nations and devices of that evil being, nor of his pow- 
er, neither indeed of his size; which he asserted was 
“ bigger than the whole of this world!” At this last 
Polyphemian monster of an expression, a ‘young man 
in the congregation, had the unblushing: impudetice 
to smile; whereupon the Brigadier General, sidden- 
ly breaking off froth preaching, demands, in a voice 
of thunder; “* Young man wlhad eré you laughing 
at 2” “ Sir, I did but just smile, and I don’t know as 
Tam obliged to tell you what I smiled at.” “J in- 
sist on it you shall tell! what were you laughing at 2” 
“*¥ think, Sir, I widerstood you to say, ‘the devil was 
bigger than all this world !” ** Tdid say so.*—4 would 
merely wish to inquite, then, how large Mary Mag- 
dalene was, who had seven Devils in her 2” 


PAaPeEn. 


FROM THE AUBURN EXAMINER. 


BLASPHEMY. 

As an evidence of the ‘‘ ravings of fanaticism and 
roaring of superstition” so prevalent among a certain 
few in this place, we give publicity to the following 
statement of facts, of the truth of which we assure 
the public that testimony can be adduced by two 
respectable witnesses. 

A Mr. Hornell, a student in the Auburn Theolog- 
ical Seminary, lately visited a young lady of this vil- 
lage, for whose “ soul” he expressed great concern. 
After the usual interrogatories, by which he ascer- 
tained she was not a professor of religion, he told het 
of she did not repent raat sient, she would certainly 
be damned! He cond@scended, however, to allow 
Her two minutes to teflect upon the subject and de- 
cide upon her fate.—The two minutes expired, and 
the lady not having made her election, this long-faced, 
lantern-jawed hypocrite with great emphasis exclaim- 
ed, “ Oh, thou wretch ! an angel in heaven is this in- 
stant recording your destiny !—you are elernally vam- 


zp! !” 


WELL DONE, MASSACHUSETTS ! 

For several years past the bands of Superstition 
have been giving away in Massachusetts, and the do- 
minion of the priests, over the minds of the people, 
has proportionably lessened. By late Boston papers 
we learn with unfeigned pleasure, that a total revis- 
ion of the Common Schc»l law of that state, took 
place at the last session of ** the General Court.” 

The law, as it heretofore existed, obliged ev- 
ery teacher of a common shool to procure a cer- 
tificate, of the clurgyman of the town where he 
proposed to teach, prior to commencing his school ; 
and without such certificate, no man was allowed to 
occupy the station of district school teacher. Such 
a law led to manifold evils, as every priest who 


chaticed 'to be a bigot, would refuse W ceftifieate un- 


‘the Bible, I must believe them ; and let me seriously 





less the applicant was of his own faith and practice ; 
and the resalt was, that whatever town was cursed 
With a narrow minded and bigotted priest, was sure 
to have a man of the same charaeter to teach the chile 
dren in all its public schools. The revised law takes 
this power from the class of men who are the last 
that should ever have been eritrusted with it, and 
gives it toa school committee of the town, to con- 
sist of not less than five persons, to be chosen anhu- 
ally, in publick town meeting. This will release the 
schools of that state from a heavy misfortuné under 
which they have long laboured, placing’ them be- 
yond the reach of the clergy, and thereby enabling 
them to be made increasedly useful. It is a triumph 
almost equal to the oné obtained in this state by the 
people, over one J. V. N. Yates; late traet distributer 
for the N. Y. “State Tract Society.” 

The time seems to have come when these clogs ta | 
improvement have no place left in the minds of the 
people. Gospel Advocate. 


A Clergyman reproved by an Frfidel. 

Lord Bolinghroke once said to a li¢entiotts clergy- 
man, his sequaintance, who visited him, “ You have 
caught ine reading John Calvin. He was; indeed, a 
man of great parts, profound sense, and vast leariting. 
He handles the doctrines of grace in a masterly mati- 
ner.” “Doctrines of grace,” replied the clergynian, 
“the doctrines of grace have set all mankind togeth- 
er by the ears.’ “I am surprise! to hear you say 
so,” answered Lord B. ** you whe profess to believe 
and preach Christianity., ‘Vhose doctrines are éér- 
tainly the doctrines of the Bible, and if I believed 


tell you, that the greatest miracle in the world is the 
subsistence of Christianity, and its continued preser- 
vation as a religion, when the preaching of it is com- 
mitted to the care of stich unchristian wretches ds 
you.” 4. Herald. 


eel 


Education is 4 Companion which no misfortune 
can depress—no clime destroy—no enemy alienate— 
no despotism enslave. At home a friend—abroad 
an introduction—in solitude a solace—in society an 
ornament. It chastens vice—it guides virtue—it 
gives a tone, grace and government to genius. 
Without it what is man? A splendid slave! a reas- 
oning savage ! yacillating between the dignity of an 
intelligence derived from God, and the degradations 
of passion’ participated with brutes. 


Happy are they, who being disgusted with all vi- 
olent pleasures, know how to content themselves 
with the sweets of an innocent life. 











DIED, 
‘In this towh, 20th instant, Benjamin Rice, son of 
Mr. Benjamin Burrows, in the 3d year of his age. 
On the 20th instant, Elizabeth Martin, only = 
ter of Mr. James Arnold, aged 3 years. 
Same day, Mrs. Esther §. Tuttle, wife of Col. Job 
N. Tuttle, and daughter of “the late Mr. Linburn 
Blake, of Rochester, N. ‘H. aged 25. 





On Sunday evening last, Mrs. Julia Clark; wife‘of 
Mr. Sterry Clark, in the 27th year of her age... . 


TO OUR PATRONS AND THE # 
As thé Ares | of the Teléscope is dray. 
ing ‘a close, wé deem it proper to atthounce 
to our ‘ahd the public in » thiat-in ae. 
with the wishes of a number of our present 
subscribers, it is proposed at the pneoEe aa eb of 
the third volume of the Christian ‘Telescope to en. 
its present size, and print it on 

good paper ’ By this artange. 
ment it can be afforded at $ 2,50 per year, if paid in 
advance, or $3 in six thonths ; $0 that our patrons 
will receive nearly double the matter which the Tel. 
escope now contains, for an addition of but two 
thirds of the present price. The title will also be 


altered to the 


CHRISTIAN TELESOOPE, 
ANPIoPHBOGBAT, 


And, itr¢onsequence of the little time which the 
present Editor is enabled to devote to it, from the 
press of the-other duties more connected with his 
situation, the editorialbduties will be conducted by 
Joun S.Grerxe. . ~ 

This arrangement is tendered in a Measure indis. 
pensably necessary, froth the present limited size of 
our columns, which frequently compels us to ex. 
clude matter pi general interest, to admit other, of 
a more local nature :_ Our subscribers at a distance, 
are thus deprived of some part of the matter of inter. 
est to'them, which it would otherwise contain, 

The title of the work. will be altered to the Christ- 
ian ‘Telescope, and Anti-T heocrat, to conform more to 
our future course of proceeding :—No person who 
possesses the sthallest advantages of information, and 
whose tuind is net beclouded by the cunning: arti. 
fices of a pampered. priesthoed, can doubt the fact, 
that the rapid strides whieh sectarians are making in 
our country, is towards their own Sng garam 
the estublisliment of 'a Theotratical form of govern. 
ment: To the subversion of these attempts, and 
of that beggarly system of oppression, to which all 
classes of the. community are subject, from the es- 
tablishment of Bible, Missionary and Tract Societies 
among us, under the specious names of Charitable 
igpiitations, and which have for their real tendency 
the establishment of Ecclesiastical power under an 
odious priesthood, together with the dissemination 
of the spirit of free inquiry, will be the desigi of the 


aper. 
; ft is offered to the public with the full and perfect 
assurance, that the object isone of sufficient impor- 
tance tc entitle it to their attention and patronage, 
which the Editor doubts riot it will receive froma 
liberal and enlightened community, who prize equal- 
ly their lives and liberties, and who are mindful of 
the vast sacrifices with which they were purchased. 

(> Printers and Editors with whom we now ex- 
change, by noticing this intended arrangement, will 
confer a favour on the Editor. Others, by confer 
ring the same favour, will be entitled to the same 
privilege. . 

(> Agents, who obtair, subscriptions for six cop- 
ies, will be entitled to thé seventh gratis. 

(CP Subscriptions must be retiirned as early as the 
first of Joly ee and all communications dr- 
signed for thi directed to the * Telescope and 
Anti- Theoerat,” Provicience, R. 1.” 

* .* Our present subscribers will st gm our 
future patrons until they signify to the contrary. 

Providenee, Aprit 29, 1826. 


—— 





NOTICE. | 
The Annual Meeting of the First Universalist S° 
ciety will be held at the Chapel Vestry, on Monday 
next, at 7, P. M. A punctual attendance of the 


meémbefs is reqtiested. 
Me SAMUEL YOUNG, Clk 

CP Those who wish to furnish their pews with 
Hymn Books, can be accommodated by S. ' « Whee- 
ler, 1104, Westminster-street, or by Mr. Pickenng- 
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